@Tongress of the United States
HWashigton, BE 20515

May 20, 2005

The Honorable Chairman Ralph Regula
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

2358 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula:

As you continue your work on the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
Appropriations bill, we respectfully request an increase of $303 million in Fiscal Year 2006 for AIDS
Drug Assistance Programs (ADAPs) under the Ryan White CARE Act. Full needs based on funding for
ADAPs will ensure that those suffering from HIV/AIDS in our country have access to live-saving
medicines and therapies. i

HIV/AIDS remains 2 major health care crisis here in the United States, as well as abroad. Even
as there has been a great deal of attention on our united efforts in Congress to enhance the U.S. role in
fighting the Global AIDS epidemic, it is equally important that we act to meet the needs of people here at
home who are suffering with HIV/AIDS. 950,000 United States residents are living with HIV/AIDS. For
too many of these Americans, treatments are out of reach without our help.

ADAPs provide life-saving HIV/AIDS medications to uninsured and underinsured individuals
living with HIV disease in 50 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. territories. Additionally, ADAP
programs often serve as the entry point for individuals to access other HIV/AIDS health services. While
ADAPs have administered their funds efficiently, they face a growing crisis due to increased utilization as
people with HIV/AIDS live longer. We commend the Committee for its past efforts to address the needs
of those living with HIV/AIDS here at home especially considering the difficult budgetary environment.
We greatly appreciate the $10 million increase in ADAP funding included in President Bush’s FY2006
budget. However, it simply does not keep pace with the increasing needs of patients in the United States.

Increased utilization combined with a shortfall in state funding for ADAPs has caused a funding
crisis which forced 592 ADAP-eligible patients to be placed on waiting lists. Twenty-one states have
taken steps to limit eligibility, including twelve that have capped enrollment, and three more states have
announced their intention to do so. In addition to those that currently rely on ADAPs for HIV treatment,
there are many HIV-positive Americans who in need of treatment. A recent report by the Institute of
Mzedicine, “Public Financing and Delivery of HIV/AIDS Care: Securing the Legacy of Ryan White,”
found that over 233,000 HI'V-positive Americans do not have consistent access to highly active
antiretroviral therapy (HAART). A study conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
found that only 55% of HIV-positive U.S. residents for whom antiretroviral treatment is clinically
recommended were receiving therapy in 2003. Further, many ADAPs are now unable to provide clients
with access to newly developed therapies for patients who are running out of treatment options. In
addition, because of budget constraints, most ADAPs do not provide coverage for treatments for hepatitis C co-
infection, which is now a leading cause of death for people with HIV/AIDS.

In order to address this critical shortfall, we urge the Committee to provide an additional $303

million for ADAPs in Fiscal Year 2006. This requested increase is based on the needs analysis conducted
by State ADAP programs, HIV/AIDS health care providers and patient groups. It is necessary to
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maintain access to life-saving treatments for current HIV/AIDS patients being served by ADAPs and
prevent further limitations on access to freatments for new patients.

We appreciate the Subcommittee’s past support for this program and thank you for your
consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

é()m-d\@zcélc&:.% EA(M(’

MW

nn shos /%{ Vi %/
. N EANY),




PPPPP

o
NSt @
o Yiza,
Voot 21 fH~
/A/M&@@%@W

W e /Wz&%




Chairman Regula/
May 20, 2005
Page 4




May 20, 2005

9&4«:—& / e -

fzﬁwg@wﬁs P £ ot







; C
May 20, 2005
P

hairman Regula/
age 7 ’
ﬂ’é‘* % W""j VA f T/ | /é‘ék———*
J 7 7 7

Bk s Tom LanZ=>







hairman Regula/







LHHSEd — FY06 — ADAP Funding Signatories

Abercrombie, Neil
Ackerman, Gary
Allen, Tom
Andrews, Robert
Baldwin, Tammy
Bishop, Tim
Bono, Mary
Boswell, Leonard L.
Brady, Bob
Brown, Corrine
Brown, Sherrod
Capps, Lois
Capuano, Mike
Carnahan, Russ
Carson, Julia
Case, Ed
Christensen, Donna
Clay, William
Costello, Jerry
Crowley, Joseph
Cuellar, Henry

Cummings, Elijah E.

Davis, Artur
Davis, Susan A.
Davis, Jim
DeFazio, Peter
Delahunt, Bill
Dicks, Norm
Dingell, John
Engel, Eliot
English, Phil
Eshoo, Anna
Etheridge, Bob
Evans, Lane
Fattah, Chaka
Ferguson, Mike
Filner, Bob
Foley, Mark
Frank, Bamey
Garrett, Scott
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva, Raul M.
Gutierrez, Luis V.
Harman, Jane

Hinchey, Maurice
Holt, Rush

Honda, Mike
Israel, Steve
Jackson-Lee, Sheila
Jefferson, William
Johnson, Eddie Bemnice
Kelly, Sue

Kildee, Dale
Lantos, Tom
Larsen, Rick
Leach, James

Lee, Barbara

Levin, Sander
Lewis, John
LoBiondo, Frank
Lofgren, Zoe
Lynch, Stephen
Maloney, Carolyn B.
McCarthy, Carolyn
McDermott, Jim
McGovern, James
McNulty, Michael
Meek, Kendrick B.
Meeks, Gregory
Menendez, Bob

Millender-McDonald, Juanita

Miller, George
Miller, Brad
Moore, Dennis
Moran, Jim
Nadler, Jerrold

Norton, Eleanor Holmes

Owens, Major
Pallone, Frank
Pascrell, Bill

Payne, Donald
Peterson, Collin
Price, David

Rangel, Charlie
Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana
Ross, Mike

Ruppersberger, C.A. Dutch

Rush, Bobby L.
Sanchez, Linda

Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders, Bernie
Saxton, Jim
Schakowsky, Jan
Schiff, Adam
Scott, David
Shaw, Clay
Shays, Chris
Slaughter, Louise
Smith, Chris
Snyder, Vic

Solis, Hilda L.
Stark, Peter
Tauscher, Ellen
Thompson, Bennie
Towns, Edolphus
Udall, Mark
Udall, Tom

Van Hollen, Chris
Waters, Maxine
Watt, Mel
Waxman, Henry
Weiner, Anthony D.
Wexler, Robert
Woolsey, Lynn
Wynn, Albert



